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No. 52.    To Edward Wheler Esq;
Sir,

I HAVE written to you many letters all probably intercepted. I arrived the
14th at Banaris. On the 16th the Rajah having been put under an arrest, a
numerous body of armed men suddenly crossed, attacked and massacred the whole
party which had him in custody, consisting of Lieutenants Stalker, Scott and
Symes, and 2 companies of Major Popham's Grenadier Sepoys. These having
no ammunition fell without resistance. The Rajah escaped, and fled to Lut-
teefpoor. On the 19th, a large force returned to Ramnagur. Captain Blair
with his Battalion, and Captain Mayaffre with the remainder of Major Popham's
detachment were ordered to assemble for the attack of that place, and Major Pop-
ham to join and conduct the operations according to a concerted plan. The two
corps having joined, Captain Mayaffre, the senior officer, without waiting for
Major Popham, and against orders, on the morning of the 20th marched preci-
pitately into the narrow streets of the town, where in an instant he fell with
Captain Doxat and 33 Rangers, and almost all the Sepoys of Captain Blair's
Battalion that had entered with him. The rest of the detachment returned to
Chunar, with the loss of 2 guns, 1 Howitzer, and 103 men of all denominations
killed. I was in Banaris with the broken remains of Major Popham's first party,
consisting of about 400 men, in a place incapable of defence even with equal
numbers. Preparations were making to attack me. I waited until the evening
for a Battalion ordered from Chunar to reinforce our party. At 7 repeated intel-
ligence arrived that the Rajah's boats were in motion. No news had arrived
of the Battalion from Chunar. It was resolved to meet it, and march with it to
Chunar. The resolution was instantly carried into execution. We passed the
Battalion, which returned and overtook us, and on the 22d at day-break we
gained the banks of the river opposite to Chunar, having met no opposition. The
detachment crossed on the morning of the 23d. The Rajah's forces are divided
between Ramnagur and Lutteefpoor. His family is at Bidjeygur. His fixed esta-
blishment exceeds 10,000 men, and all his Reyots bear arms. Major Popham i*
encamped on the plain east of the fort. I expect to be joined by a regiment from
Khaunpoor, one ordered for my guard at Lucknow, Lieutenant Polhill with six
companies of the Nabob's guard now at hand, and Major Moses Crawford's re-
giment. My only distress is the want of money, and is great. Bauboos Owsan
Sing, Doorgbijey Sing, and his son Mehipnaraiii, are with me.

CHUNARGUR

27th August 178 L

I have the honor to be &c.

WARREN   HASTINGS,

No.